
The Famous Five: Five on Kirrin Island Again by Enid Blyton 

 

 

It was exciting, remembering all the things that had happened last year. It made George long 
all the more for the next day, when her three friends would arrive.  

"I wish Mother would let us go and live on the island for a week," thought George. "That 
would be the greatest fun we could have. To live on my very own island!"  

It was George's island. It really belonged to her mother, but she had said, two or three years 
back, that George could have it, and George now thought of it as really her own. She felt that 
all the rabbits on it belonged to her, all the wild birds and other creatures.  

"I'll suggest that we go there for a week, when the others come," she thought, excitedly. 
"We'll take our food and everything, and live there quite by ourselves. We shall feel like 
Robinson Crusoe."  

She went to meet her cousins the next day, driving the pony and trap by herself. Her mother 
wanted to come, but she said she did not feel very well. George felt a bit worried about her. 
So often lately her mother had said she didn't feel very well. Perhaps it was the heat of the 
summer. The weather had been so very hot lately. Day after day had brought nothing but blue 
sky and sunshine. George had been burnt a dark-brown, and her eyes were startlingly blue in 
her sunburnt face. She had had her hair cut even shorter than usual, and it really was difficult 
to know whether she was a boy or a girl.  

The train came in. Three hands waved madly from a window, and George shouted in delight.  

"Julian! Dick! Anne! You're here at last."  

The three children tumbled pell-mell out of their carriage. Julian yelled to a porter.  

"Our bags are in the guard's van. Hallo, George! How are you? Golly, you've grown."  
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They all had. They were all a year older and a year bigger than when they had had their 

exciting adventures on Kirrin Island. Even Anne, the youngest, didn't look such a small girl 

now. She flung herself on George, almost knocking her over, and then went down on her 

knees beside Timothy, who was quite mad with joy to see his three friends. 

"I hope your mother isn't ill?" said Julian, who was fond of his Aunt Fanny. She was gentle and 
kind, and loved having them all.  

"I think it must be the heat," said George.  
"What about Uncle Quentin?" asked Anne. "Is he all right?"  
 

The three children did not very much like George's father, because he could get into very 

fierce tempers, and although he welcomed the three cousins to his house, he did not really 

care for children. So they always felt a little awkward with him, and were glad when he was 

not there. 

 

Father's all right," said George, cheerfully. "Only he's worried about Mother. He doesn't 
seem to notice her much when she's well and cheerful, but he gets awfully upset if anything 
goes wrong with her. So be a bit careful of him at the moment. You know what he's like 
when he's worried." 

The children did know. Uncle Quentin was best avoided when things went wrong. But not 
even the thought of a cross uncle could damp them today. They were on holiday; they were 
going to Kirrin Cottage; they were by the sea, and there was dear old Timothy beside them, 
and fun of all kinds in store for them. 

"Shall we go to Kirrin Island, George?" asked Anne. "Do let's! We haven't been there since 
last summer. The weather was too bad in the winter and Easter holidays. Now it's 
gorgeous." 

1. From the opening paragraph, what made George particularly look forward to her friends 

arriving? 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

1 Mark 

 

2. According to the text, why did George regard the island as her own? 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

1 Mark 

3. What evidence in the text is there that the island is isolated? Give at least two points 



 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2 Marks 

 

4. Look in the paragraph starting She went to ,meet…….  Find and copy a word or phrase 

meaning 

 

 

A 2 wheeled carriage  …………………………………………………………… 

 

Each successive day  …………………………………………………………..  2 Marks 

 

5. According to the text, what might have been the effect of the very hot summer? 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

1 Mark 

6. What evidence in the text is there as to why it was not easy to distinguish if George was a 

boy or girl? 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

1 Mark 

 

7. From the paragraph starting “The train came in……”   How can you tell George’s friends were 

excited to see her?  

  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

1 Mark 

 

 

8. What evidence is there that Julian was surprised as to how much George had changed? 



 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

1 Mark 

9. Look in the paragraph beginning with “Our bags are in…..”   What does the phrase “quite 

mad with joy” suggest how Timmy was feeling about meeting Julian, Dick and Anne? 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

1 Mark 

 

10. What evidence is there in the text is there that Uncle Quentin “had a short fuse”? 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

1 Mark 

 

11.  Give the meaning of the word “awkward” in the paragraph beginning The three little 

children 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

           1 Mark 

 

12. Decide if the following statements are true or false 

 

George’s father never seems to pay much attention to George’s mother    TRUE      FALSE 

 

The thought of an angry Uncle did not reduce the children’s spirts  TRUE FALSE 

 

The children thought the weather might prevent them going to Kiiran Island TRUE FALSE 

 

          2 Marks 

 

13.  Do you think Timothy is a friendly dog?   Justify your answer using evidence from the text 

  



Answers 

 

1. From the opening paragraph, what made George  particularly look forward to her friends arriving? 

 

Remembering what had happened last year 

 

2. According to the text, why did George regard the island as her own? 

 

Her mum had said she could have it 

 

3. What evidence in the text is there that the island is isolated? 

 

They have to take their own food OR  they will live there by themselves or they will feel like Robinson 

Crusoe 

 

4. Look in the paragraph starting “She went to ,meet……..”.  Find and copy a word  or phrase meaning 

 

 

A 2 wheeled carriage  trap (accept pony and trap_… 

 

Each successive day Day after Day 

 

5. According to the text, what might have been the effect of the very hot summer? 

 

George’s mum getting ill/being unwell 

 

 

6. What evidence in the text is there as to why it was not easy to distinguish if George was a boy or 

girl? 

 

She had short hair/had her hair cust 

 

7. From the paragraph starting “The train came in……”   How can you tell George’s friends were 

excited to see her?   

 

They were waving madly from the window 

 

8. What evidence is there that Julian was surprised as to how much George had changed? 

 

He says “Golly you’ve grown” 

 

9. Look in the paragraph beginning with “Our bags are in…..”   What does the phrase “quite mad with 

joy” suggest how Timmy was feeling about meeting Julian, Dick and Anne? 

 

Very happy 

 

10. What evidence is there in the text is there that Uncle Quentin “had a short fuse”? 

 

He had a fierce temper 

 

11.  Give the meaning of the word “awkward” in the final paragraph? 

 

Difficult 

 



12.  False True False  

13. Yes 

He went mad with joy when he saw the children 

He is described as dear 

To get 2 points you will need both points 

 


