
St Patrick’s Catholic Primary School 

Teaching and Learning in Year 3 – Autumn 2019 

Theme: Tomb Raiders 
 

English 
This term, we will learn to write stories inspired by books: Flat Stanley and the Great Egyptian 
Grave Robbery and Ka the Time Travelling Cat; recounts (visiting Birmingham museum for 
Ancient Egyptian workshops); instructions (how to create an origami cat); 
information texts (linked to Geography and History); letters; and poetry. 
Children will also have a weekly teacher-led guided session and weekly one-to-one 
home/school reading. Please use your child’s reading record to show you have 
read together and use reading times to ask questions about the text to deepen 
your child’s understanding. Children should be changing their home reading book a minimum 
of once a week and should have their reading book in school every day. 
 

Maths 
This term, we will be focusing on Place Value, where children will learn to: identify, represent 
and estimate numbers using different representations; find 10 or 100 more or less than a 
given number; recognise the place value of each digit in a three digit number 
(hundreds, tens, ones); compare and order number up to 1,000; read and write 
numbers up to 1,000 in numerals and in words; and solve number problems and 
practical problems involving these ideas. We will also cover Addition and 
Subtraction, where children will learn to: add and subtract numbers mentally; add 
and subtract numbers with up to three digits, using formal written methods of 
columnar addition and subtraction; estimate the answer to a calculation and use inverse 
operations to check answers; and solve problems, including missing number problems, using 
number facts, place value, and more complex addition and subtraction. It is beneficial to 
support your child in learning these facts so that they can progress more quickly in all other 
areas of Maths. Please continue to help your child learn how to tell the time (from both 
digital and analogue clocks) as this is a highly important life skill. 
 

RE 
This term, we will be focusing on Belonging, Reconciliation, Mass and Advent. We will also 
focus on how to demonstrate the British values of respect and tolerance. We will 
be following the teachings about Advent leading to Christmas. Reconciliation is a 
particularly important topic for those children who will be partaking in their 
First Holy Communion later on this school year. Our Jesuit virtues for this half 
term are Grateful and Generous. 
The first meeting for those doing First Holy Communion will be Thursday 3rd October 2019 
and will be held inside our classroom at 3.30pm. 



Science 
This term, we will be learning about Humans and Other Animals where children will learn to: 
identify how to get the appropriate nutrition and also identify the skeletons and muscles of 
various animals. Children will also learn about Forces and Magnets where 
children will participate in experiments, including making predictions, to 
observe how magnets work.  
 

Theme 
This term, we will be learning about Ancient Egypt. Children will discover: how life has 
changed since Ancient Egyptian times; the landscape of Ancient Egypt, 
including learning about the river Nile; what we can learn from the 
Ancient Egyptians. Our visit to Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery next 
week to visit an Ancient Egypt exhibit and take part in 2 workshops will give 
the children a first-hand look at the history of this fascinating era. 
 

Computing 
This term, we will be focusing on E-safety and Digital Literacy, where 
children will be taught to how safely use a computer/device and browse the 
internet. If your child has access to the internet at home, especially via their 
own personal device, please be aware of and reinforce the message of online safety. 
 

Modern Foreign Languages 
This year we will begin learning French. Our topic for this term is: 
Getting to Know You, which includes learning basic words and phrases. 
  

PE 
This term, we will begin weekly swimming lessons at Wolverhampton Swimming 
and Fitness centre on Tuesday afternoons. Children will also continue to have 
weekly PE lessons with Soccer 2000 coaches as they did last year. It is very 
important that your child participates in PE every single week and therefore 
they must have the correct PE kit in school at all times. 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Dates: 
Friday 13th September 3pm - Autumn Learning Overview Meeting for Year 3 parents/carers. 
Thursday 19th September - Visit to Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery. 
Week beginning 14th October – Multi-faith fortnight (details to follow). 
Tuesday 15th October 3:30pm-7pm – Parents’ Evening. 
Week beginning 4th November – Maths Inspire Workshops for parents (details to follow). 

Spellings 
Will be given each Thursday and will be 

tested the following Thursday. 

Homework 
Will be given out each Thursday to be 
handed in on the following Tuesday. 


