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Monday 27th April 2020 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

These are unprecedented times for us all, where we are all adapting to new ways of 

working and living. We miss daily contact with all of our school family and hope that 

everyone is well.  

The coronavirus pandemic and knock-on effect resulting in the closure of schools has led 

to circumstances that have not been faced before. Schools will not be reopening until the 

scientific and medical advice recommends that it is safe to do so.  

 

The most important ways you can help your child 

 

During this unusual time, there are some simple, basic things that you can do to help your 

child: 

• Give them routine and some structure to their days 

• Read with them and discuss what they have read 

• Spend quality time together as a family – enjoy watching a file together, play a 

quiz/board game, exercise together 

• Talk to them lots and reassure them about anything that worries them 

• Limit their ‘screen time’ i.e. how much time they spend on devices, phones and 

video games generally 

• Sit with them when they attempt learning activities (but remember – NOBODY 

EXPECTS YOU TO BE A TEACHER!) 

• Get children to do a little bit of learning often! This has far more chance of being 

successful and having an impact than sitting down for lengthy sessions.  

 

Online learning set by school 

 

All learning tasks set by teachers will be uploaded to our school website.  

Staff are setting a meaningful sequence of learning that can be followed during a week, as 

it would be if the children were in school.  

 

To access the work easily, go to our school website 

https://www.stpatrickscatholicprimary.co.uk/ and click on the ‘Children’ tab, then select 

their year group.  

https://www.stpatrickscatholicprimary.co.uk/
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Once in the year group section of the website, you will see all of the weekly tasks that 

have been set. To access the learning, you DO NOT NEED TO LOG IN. Each week, new 

work will be uploaded for you to access.  

 

Staff are aware that many families will not be able to print at home, so activities should b 

able to be done by pupils writing down their responses on paper as much as possible.  

 

Not all work is intended to be returned for marking at this point. This would be very difficult 

to manage and place added unnecessary pressure on parents. Please keep a record of 

the work children complete, which can be sent back to school when we reopen.  

 

Online learning materials available elsewhere 

 

A variety of different companies and websites are producing free online learning materials 

at this time. Here are details of some key ones; 

 

 
From Monday 20th April, BBC Bitesize will be putting on daily learning activities:  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

 

 
The Government has set up online learning via Oak National Academy. This wil provide 

180 video leasson each week, across a broad range of subjects from maths to art to 

languages for every year group: 

https://www.thenational.academy/  

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.thenational.academy/


 

 
Part of St Francis and St Clare Catholic Multi Academy, 

a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales (company number 08578428) 

 
Help with RWI phonics can also be found here:  

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/help-during-school-closure/  

This includes useful videos on how to correctly pronounce the sounds that children would 

be taught during daily phonics lessons in school.  

 

 
Oxford Owl have a large library of eBooks available for children to read at home that link 

to our school reading scheme.  

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/  

 

 
White Rose Maths have also produced a series of five maths lessons for each year group 

from Year 1-6. They will be adding five more each week for the next few weeks. Every 

lesson comes with a short video showing you clearly and simply how to help your child to 

complete the activity successfully.  

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/  

 

 
 

Classroom Secrets, which produces some very good teaching resources and activities, 

are also giving parents free weekly materials. 

https://kids.classroomsecrets.co.uk/  

 

Mental health and wellbeing support 

 

During the coronavirus crisis, it is perfectly understandable that some adults and children 

may feel more anxious, isolated, stressed or lonely.  Just remember – you are not alone! 

Many people feel exactly the same! These strange times we live in will not last forever! 

 

You may find some useful advice and tips to help you cope at the following websites: 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-public-on-mental-

health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-the-public-on-the-mental-health-and-wellbeing-aspects-

of-coronavirus-covid-19 

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/help-during-school-closure/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/
https://kids.classroomsecrets.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-public-on-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-the-public-on-the-mental-health-and-wellbeing-aspects-of-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-public-on-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-the-public-on-the-mental-health-and-wellbeing-aspects-of-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-public-on-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-the-public-on-the-mental-health-and-wellbeing-aspects-of-coronavirus-covid-19


 

 
Part of St Francis and St Clare Catholic Multi Academy, 

a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales (company number 08578428) 

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/coronavirus-covid-19-staying-at-home-tips/  

 

https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/coronavirus/coronavirus-and-your-wellbeing/ 

 

https://mentalhealth-uk.org/help-and-information/covid-19-and-your-mental-health/ 

 

 

Pebble Challenge  

 

🌈We wanted to give you a colourful reminder of how much we are thinking of you .... and 

we set you all a challenge! We would like you to create your own colourful pebble giving 

words or messages of inspiration during this strange time to let everyone know that they 

are not alone. Please send us a picture of your pebble and we will post it for everyone to 

see. When we are open again, you can bring your pebble to school and place it next to our 

St. Patrick’s statue so we can create a colourful lasting memory ✝️ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember – tough times don’t last forever! Keep going and don’t be too hard on 

yourselves! You are all doing an amazing job! 

 

Take care and stay safe, particularly those key workers that are putting themselves at risk 

to keep our country functioning (our staff included).  

 

Until we see each other again,  

 

Mrs. S Mulrooney 

Head of School  

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/coronavirus-covid-19-staying-at-home-tips/
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/coronavirus/coronavirus-and-your-wellbeing/
https://mentalhealth-uk.org/help-and-information/covid-19-and-your-mental-health/

