
How we teach Reading at St Patrick’s 

We use a range of different reading schemes 

to teach reading to our children.  These 

include Oxford Reading Tree, Rigby Star and 

Big Cat Phonics readers; children also read 

the RWI Ditty and Reading books. Children 

have home reading books which are matched 

to their ability.  They read this book in school 

and at home with a grown-up or older sibling.  

They also have Guided Reading books which they read in groups with a teacher.  

These books are matched to their ability and they are asked a range of questions 

about their text to show they understand what they are reading. 

In Nursery children take home picture books or their Nursery Rhyme activity 

packs to share with their grown-ups. 

In Reception and Year 1, children have a home reading book and letter sounds or 

high frequency words to take home to practise.  They have daily reading practice 

during RWI lessons and Guided Reading lessons; they share whole class stories, 

poems or non-fiction texts during English lessons and have daily story time 

sessions. 

Once children have finished the phonics programme (usually as they start Year 

2) there is then greater emphasis on teaching and developing a range of 

comprehension skills.  Children continue to have a home reading book and also 

have weekly, small group Guided Reading sessions; daily whole class English lessons 

as well as opportunity for independent reading and whole class story time.  All 

children read a range of poetry, fiction and non-fiction genres as well as 

applying their reading skills by reading across different curriculum areas e.g. 

reading reports in Geography or Science; instructions in Design and Technology or 

recounts in History.   

All children borrow books from our school library and have the opportunity to 

join in events such as Roald Dahl Week and World Book Day.  We also run a 

range of phonic and reading workshops for parents/carers throughout the year. 

Through this our children learn to develop a love of reading for pleasure. 

 


