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POLICY FOR GEOGRAPHY 
 

At St. Patrick's Catholic Primary School, with Christ beside us we; 

LOVE, LEARN, LAUGH, PRAY, PLAY and GROW in faith, as children of God. 

 
 
Introduction 
 
This policy reflects the values, ethos and philosophy of St Patrick’s Catholic Primary School in 
relation to the teaching and learning of Geography.  
 
It gives a framework within which all staff, both teaching and non-teaching, work. It gives 
guidance on planning, teaching and assessment. The policy is intended to be used in conjunction 
with the National Curriculum Scheme of Work for Geography, which gives details of what 
pupils in each year group will be taught. 
 
Every child has an entitlement to learn Geography. Inclusion means that suitable learning 
challenges will be set and opportunities for all pupils to achieve irrespective of ability. We are 
committed to the promotion of widening access and the provision of facilities to meet the 
diverse needs of all. We seek to promote equality of opportunity and respect for diversity by 
ensuring that no-one is barred from accessing lessons for reasons of ethnicity, disability, 
religion or race. 
 
We will promote diversity and good relations by encouraging all pupils to be proud of their 
heritage and to appreciate that of others, to recognise that differences occur and that these 
should be celebrated. We will ensure that the curriculum promotes a positive understanding 
and awareness of diversity. Pupil progress will be monitored by disability, race, ethnicity and 
background. We will seek ways to ensure that the views of different groups are considered in 
the formulation, implementation and review of future policies. 
 
The policy has been drawn up as a result of staff discussion and has the full agreement of 
the Governing body.  The implementation of this policy is the responsibility of all teaching 
staff. 
 
 
 Aims 
 
Geography is a foundation subject within the National Curriculum. The aims of teaching 
Geography at St Patrick’s Catholic Primary School are consistent with our school philosophy 
and take account the National Curriculum Non-statutory Guidelines for Geography. 
 
The aims of Geography are: 
 

 To enable children to develop their knowledge and understanding of the world they live in 
through investigation of that world 
 



 To gain a perspective in which children can place local, national and international events 
 

 To provide a geography curricular which is interesting, broad, balanced, relevant and 
differentiated 
 

 To fulfil the requirements of the National Curriculum for Geography 
 

 To measure the progressive development of geographical concepts, knowledge, skills and 
aptitudes 
 

 To enable children to work geographically in a range of appropriate contexts, using a wide 
variety of materials and equipment 

 

 To promote positive attitudes towards, and enthusiasm for Geographical work in school 
 

 To gain understanding of the processes that have produced pattern and variety on the 
Earth’s surface and those which can bring about change 

 To become acquainted with a variety of maps, including large-scale local maps, and be able 
to apply skills of map-reading and interpretation to globes and atlas maps, and to identify 
geographical features 

 
Work in Geography follows the structure of the National Curriculum Programmes of Study. 
Work in Geography is divided into Key Stages and is organised into levels of increasing 
challenge and acquisition of geographical skills. 
 
Children at St Patrick’s Catholic Primary School follow the National Curriculum for 
Geography and work at levels appropriate to their ability. It is expected that most children will 
achieve level 2 at the end of Key Stage 1 (age 7) and level 4 at the end of Key Stage 2, (age 
11). 
 
In the teaching and learning of Geography, we can identify a number of subject-specific 
areas of knowledge, concepts, skills and attitudes. 
 
Curriculum and School Organisation  
 
In order to achieve the aims outlined previously, Geography work at St Patrick’s Catholic 
Primary School is organised into topics at both Key Stage 1 and 2.. 
 
They are mainly based on the core and supplementary study units for National Curriculum 
Geography.  In both Key Stages, Geography is valued as a subject in its own right. Detailed 
curriculum content and progression will be found in the Scheme of Work for Geography. 
 
Geography topics are planned using the Rising Star Voyagers Scheme of Work.  Within the 
Scheme of Work for Geography, learning activities are sequenced to ensure continuity and 
progression. 
 
Subject planning and evaluation for geography work is usually incorporated into year group 
topic planning and evaluation each term or half term.   
 



Planning at whole staff level ensures continuity and progression within the subject and also 
ensures that there is no unnecessary duplication or omission. 
 
The Scheme of Work for Geography will outline how Geography is planned.  In general, 
Geography is planned on a whole Key Stage basis for each year group.  Within a class, 
Geography work may be developed for the whole class, for individual pupils, or for groups of 
children according to age or ability. 
 
 
Time Allocation 
 
The time allocated to the teaching of Geography is based on the recommendations in the 
Dearing Report. In line with these recommendations in Key Stage 1, approximately 36 hours of 
teaching time within any one year is allocated to Geography.  In Key Stage 2, approximately 45 
hours of teaching time within one year is allocated to Geography. 
Class teachers and the Geography Co-ordinator try to ensure that the subject is adequately 
represented in terms of the overall curriculum timetable in each class.  The whole school 
annual topic plans are devised to ensure Geography has the correct amount of allocated time 
within any year and within each Key Stage. 
 
 
Class Organisation and Teaching Style 
 
At St Patrick’s Catholic Primary School individual class teachers are responsible for their own 
class organisation and teaching style while ensuring that these complement and reflect the 
overall aims and philosophy of the school. 
 
Approaches to teaching and learning will relate to the geographical content and the expected 
outcomes of the learning.  For example:  Learning may be by means of direct teaching to the 
class or small groups in a number of ways: by providing direct, ‘hands on’ experience of 
geographical resources and materials, for example, artefacts, pictorial and written sources, 
maps, atlases, and so on; by teacher prepared materials such as worksheets and by practical 
tasks developed for the children.  Whenever possible and appropriate, educational visits are 
included in the geography topic, making use of locations accessible to the school. 
 
Children in both Key Stages may occasionally be asked to undertake some homework activities or 
tasks as part of their geography work.  This could include completing a topic or questionnaire, 
researching information from the library and so on. 
 
People with an interest in or expertise in a particular topic or area of geography may be invited 
into school to work with the children.  
 
Geography is seen as being linked to work in other curriculum areas including; 
 

 R.E. 
 

 Art 
 

 ICT 



 

 Maths 
 

 English 
 

 Science 
 

 Environmental Education 
 

 Health Education 
 

  Citizenship 
 
Special Educational Needs 
 
It is the responsibility of all teaching staff to ensure that planning for Geography includes the 
use of children’s Individual Action Plans and that support staff are used to support children 
with Special Educational Needs. 
 
Equal Opportunities 
 
All teaching and non-teaching staff are responsible for ensuring that all pupils, irrespective of 
gender, ability, ethnicity and social circumstances, have access to the whole curriculum and 
opportunities to make the greatest possible progress. 
 
 
Assessment, Recording and Reporting 
 
Assessment will take place at three connected levels: short term, medium term and long term. 
These assessments will be used to inform planning in a continuous cycle of planning, teaching 
and assessment. 
 
Short-term assessments will be an informal part of every lesson to check children’s 
understanding and give the teacher information, which will help to adjust day-to-day lesson 
plans. 
 
Medium term assessments will take place in the one ‘assess and review’ lesson timetabled each 
half term and will assess some of the ideas linked to the key objectives that have been covered 
during half term.  These outcomes will be recorded on a class record sheet. 
 
Long-term assessments will take place towards the end of the school year to assess and review 
pupils’ progress and attainment.  Teachers will draw upon their class record of attainment 
against key objectives and supplementary notes and knowledge about their class to produce an 
annual Teacher Summative Assessment Record.  Accurate information will then be reported to 
parents and the child’s next teacher.  Parents will be informed of their child’s progress at 
parental consultations twice a year in October and June. 
 
 



Role of the Co-ordinator 
 
The Geography co-ordinator at St Patrick’s Catholic  Primary School is Mrs. B.Hyde.  The 
responsibilities of the co-ordinator are as follows: 
 

 Keep up to date with current developments, and disseminate 
understanding of the subject to other members of staff. 

 Advise colleagues, help develop expertise and monitor the 
teaching of Geography throughout the school. 

 Prepare policy documents and schemes of work as necessary. 

 Prepare a yearly audit and action plan. 

 Observe colleagues and monitor plans and quality of 
teaching. 

 Contribute to in-service training of staff. 

 Be responsible for buying appropriate resources and 
equipment and monitoring and evaluating those resources. 

 Encourage the development of activities that are appropriate, 
differentiated and enable progression. 

 Encourage use of ICT as appropriate in 
supporting/motivating pupils. 

 Work co-operatively with SENCO and liaise as necessary 
with KS1 and KS2 staff, Head teacher, Governors, parents 
and advisors. 

 
 
Resources 
 
A range of Geography resources are available in school. These include children’s reference 
books, teacher resource books and packs, maps and atlases, photo packs and picture packs, 
artefacts and videos.   
 
Project loans from the School Library Services can be requested to provide extra written and 
audio-visual resources for a topic. 
 
The Geography co-ordinator is responsible for maintaining Geography resources and monitoring 
their use.  Resources are replaced and purchased by the co-ordinator following the general 
school ordering procedure.   The current list of resources is examined each year before 
requisitions are made.  All staff are encouraged to request or suggest resource items which 
they feel would be useful for a Geography topic.  The purchase of resources is planned each 
year by the Geography co-ordinator based on the Geography budget.  This budget will reflect 
the degree of priority, which Geography is being given in the School Development Plan. 
The Geography Co-ordinator reviews the use of resources and their storage in consultation 
with the rest of the staff. 
 
 
REVIEW DATE 
 
This policy will be reviewed and updated in…October 2018 



 
 
 
SIGNED…B Hyde………DATE…20th October 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


