
Discussion Problems

Step 11: Add 2-Digit Numbers  1

National Curriculum Objectives:

Mathematics Year 2 (2C2a): Add and subtract numbers mentally, including: a two-digit 

number and tens

Mathematics Year 2 (2C2b): Add and subtract numbers using concrete objects and 

pictorial representations, including: a two-digit number and tens

About this resource: 

This resource has been designed for pupils who understand the concepts within this step. It 

provides pupils with more opportunities to enhance their reasoning and problem solving

skills through more challenging problems. Pupils can work in pairs or small groups to 

discuss with each other about how best to tackle the problem, as there is often more than 

one answer or more than one way to work through the problem.

There may be various answers for each problem. Where this is the case, we have provided 

one example answer to guide discussion.   

We recommend self or peer marking using the answer page provided to promote 

discussion and self-correction.

More Year 2 Addition and Subtraction resources.

Did you like this resource? Don’t forget to review it on our website.
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Add 2-Digit Numbers  1

1. The children are selecting one number card each and pairing up to create a total of 

89. 

Investigate the different numbers and pairs that will create a total of 89. 

2. Cami is calculating the total number of sweets in two jars. Jar 1 has 41 sweets. She is 

using the clues below to find the number of sweets in jar 2.

Explore the possibilities for the amount of sweets in jar 2 and calculate the different 

possible totals.
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My number has 7 
ones.

My number has six 
tens.

My number is more 
than 50 but less 

than sixty.

My number has 
1 one. 

My number has 
four tens. 

My number is less 
than 40 but more 

than thirty.

Craig Millie Josh

Zara Dan Evie

Jar 2 has more than 45 

sweets. 

The ones digit is less 

than 9. 

The total number of 

sweets in both jars is 

less than 98.

41

Jar 1 Jar 2

?



Add 2-Digit Numbers  1

1. The children are selecting one number card each and pairing up to create a total of 

89. 

Investigate the different numbers and pairs that will create a total of 89. 

Craig (27) + Millie (62); Josh (58) + Evie (31); Zara (41) + Dan (48).

2. Cami is calculating the total number of sweets in two jars. Jar 1 has 41 sweets. She is 

using the clues below to find the number of sweets in jar 2.

Explore the possibilities for the amount of sweets in jar 2 and calculate the different 

possible totals.

Various answers, for example: 41 + 47 = 88; 41 + 56 = 97; 41 + 52 = 93
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My number is 27.
My number is 

sixty-two.

My number is
fifty-eight.

My number is 41.
My number is

forty-eight.

My number is
thirty-one.

Craig Millie Josh

Zara Dan Evie

Jar 2 has more than 45 

sweets. 

The ones digit is less 

than 9. 

The total number of 

sweets in both jars is 

less than 98.

41

Jar 1 Jar 2

?


