
                             Teaching and Learning in Year 6                          Journeys and Explorers 

        Autumn Term 

   September- October 2019 

 

 

English 

The main focus of our English lessons will be based on the book Journey to the River Sea by Eva Ibbotson. The children 

will write a range of genres, including non-chronological reports, diaries, and stories based on journeys. The children 

will have weekly focused lessons that will incorporate the Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPAG) expectations for 

Year Six, including the use of the passive voice, the subjunctive form, subordinating (A WhITE BUS) and co-

ordinating (FANBOYS) conjunctions and relative clauses. They will have a minimum of one weekly teacher-led guided 

reading activity and will have focused reading lessons as a class at least once a week. It is vital that the children read 

on a daily basis, please make sure that you use your child’s reading record sheet to show that you are reading together 

and encourage them to read a range of genres and to use a variety of high level vocabulary in their conversations. 

 

R.E  

        

 

This half-term we wil be focusing on The story of the people of God and Followers of Christ. The children will 

explore the difference between the Old and New Testament and the different styles of writing that can be found 

within the Bible. They will be finding out about some important people from the Old Testament and explore some of 

the challenges that are faced being called to be a disciple of Jesus. 

 

Maths 

 

This half-term we will cover: 

 Read, write and order numbers up to 10,000,000. 

 Round any number to the required degree of accuracy. 

 Use negative numbers in context and calculate intervals across zero. 

 Solve number and practical problems. 

 Solve addition and subtraction multi-step problems in contexts, deciding which operations and methods to use 

and why 

 Identify common factors, common multiples and prime numbers 



 Perform mental calculations, including with mixed operations and large numbers 

 Multiply multi-digit numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit whole number using the formal written method of 

long multiplication. 

 Divide numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit number using the formal written method of short division and 

interpret remainders as whole number remainders, fractions, or by rounding, as appropriate for the context 

 Solve problems involving addition, subtraction, multiplication and division 

 Use their knowledge of the order of operations to carry out calculations involving the four operations 

 

The class will also have a weekly arithmetic test which will cover the four rules (addition, subtraction, 

multiplication and division), working with fractions and calculating percentages. 

It is essential that your child knows multiplication and division facts up to 12x12 in order to be able to cope 

with the high expectations of maths in Year 6. If they don’t know them yet, please encourage your child to 

practice them daily. 

 

Science 

Classifying Critters 

This half term the children will be studying the taxonomic system and will be taught how to identify differences 

between living things, including, fungi, plants and microbes. They will learn how to make a branching key and 

compare different ways of classifying organisms. 

                         

 

Geography 

What is it like in the Amazon? 

We will learn how to use an atlas, map and globe to locate the Amazon rainforest and river. We will find out how 

the Amazon rainforest is valuable, be able to name at least one animal that lives in the Amazon and how it is 

adapted to its environment and identify and name some of the countries in which the Amazon is located.   

                                                             

 



Computing 

The class will be taught how to keep themselves safe on the internet and will use Google Earth to explore both the 

Amazon and the local area. 

 

PE 

Year 6 will have a weekly session with our sports coaches where they will be competing in a variety of competitive 

games, they will also have a dance lesson “The Rainforest” where they will be taught to work in synchronisation and 

canon with a partner. 

D and T 

Brazilian Bread and Burgers 

The class will measure out, cut shape and combine ingredients, use appropriate utensils and equipment. 

 

Music 

Living on a prayer 

 The children will learn about putting a composition together, about accompanying melody and 

the effects of volume, dynamics and pitch created by music. 

 

 

 

Homework will be set on a Friday to be handed in the following Thursday. This will include English, Maths and 

Spellings. Children are expected to read at home on a daily basis. 

Some good websites for Year Six 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/levels/zbr9wmn 

http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ks2literacy.html 

http://www.crickweb.co.uk/Key-Stage-2.html 

Dates for your diary 

Thursday 19th September Year Six visit to Dudley zoo. 

Thursday 24th September Year Six visit to St. Peter’s Church, Wolverhampton. 
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