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COVID-19: Partial reopening of St. Patrick’s 

 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

 

Thank you for your patience while we have waited for further government guidance and information 

regarding the possible reopening of schools. All of our academies have worked together to ensure 

we adhere to government guidance, as a minimum and there are areas of the guidance that we are 

adopting in a stricter way. We have now finalised numbers of children who will be returning to 

school from each of the year groups and have updated our plans to make our school environment 

as safe as it possibly can be, considering the circumstances.  

 

Whilst school is preparing to reopen, it is important to point out that this is dependent on many 

factors, including the ‘R Value’. It could be that by the week beginning 1st June 2020, plans to 

reopen school have been postponed. As always, I will keep you well-informed of the situation as 

best as I can. I know that the uncertainty of the current situation if difficult for us all, but please be 

assured that the safety of our children and staff remains my top priority. 

 

Our teachers and support staff are so excited about welcoming some of our pupils back to school. 

However, we will be welcoming our pupils back to a school that has been organised differently to 

make sure we can enjoy learning again, but as SAFELY as possible.   

 

We would appreciate your support in adopting the following protocols to ensure we keep our 

school environment as safe as possible. 

 

 School will not be open during half term.  

 School will be closed on Monday 1st June for an INSET day.  

 School will be closed every Wednesday to allow for a more thorough clean. (This is a 

whole city approach).  

 In order to keep all pupils and staff safe, we will have a maximum of 8 -10 pupils in each 

room depending on age. This could mean that your child will not be taught by their current 

class teacher and may not be in class with all of their school friends.  

 If at any point parents decided to send their child to school, you must give us a weeks 

notice so we can assure we are adhering to the government guidelines.  

 The children will have to sit in the same seat in their designated classroom all day and will 

have to use their own pencil, ruler, rubber etc. and not share any equipment with others.  

 We will use outside learning as much as possible.  
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 Some staff may look different to how the children are used to seeing them as they may be 

wearing PPE. This may be confusing for the younger children, so we’d appreciate your 

support in explaining this to them in advance. 

 There will be staggered start and finish times, so not all children can arrive and be picked 

up at the same time.  

 We will be unable to offer breakfast club facilities or after school clubs.  

 We will make sure there are lots of hand washing opportunities.   

 We will disinfect surfaces that are frequently used, door handles, light switches etc.  

 We will have floor markings in key areas to show pupils how to stand 2m apart. 

 We will not be teaching the normal curriculum. 

 We will continue to send home learning resources for children at home. This may reduce 

due to the increased workload of teachers working in school to accommodate the partial 

reopening.  

 As we can not share equipment, we will be unable to send reading books home.  

 EYFS and year 1 classrooms will look very different. We will have to remove soft 

furnishings, soft toys and toys with intricate parts that are difficult to clean, to reduce the 

risk of spreading the virus.  

 Lunchtimes and playtimes have to be staggered so that groups of children cannot mix and 

lunch may be eaten in classrooms or outside where possible.  

 We cannot take siblings of children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6.  

 We will continue to provide childcare for the key worker families who already have children 

in school.  

 

We will try our best to take every step to make our school as safe as possible. We will do 

everything we can to help our children understand the changes to their school environment, 

however, can I stress that due to the age of our children, I cannot guarantee social distancing.  

 

As a parent we would need your help and ask that you adhere to the following; 

 

 Promote, teach and ensure effective, regular, independent handwashing. 

 Monitor your child for COVID-19 symptoms and keep to guidance on self-isolation. 

 Keep your child at home if they or any family member have a cough, temperature, flu-like 

symptoms or breathing difficulties. Any child coming in to school with a symptom will 

be isolated from the rest of those in school until they can be collected - please do 

not send a child with any symptom or illness.  

 Make sure we have up-to-date contact details at all times, mobile number & email 

addresses.  

 Please ensure your child has showered each morning and is wearing fresh clothes to 

minimise spread of the virus. 

 Where ever possible, only one adult will be allowed to drop off/pick up each child. There will 

be a one way queuing system introduced and you will be given an allocated zone on a 

particular playground depending on which classroom your child is allocated. Please keep 

2m apart from all others when dropping off or collecting pupils. 

 Maintain strict 2m distancing from others when walking to and from school. 

 Keep your child by your side when waiting to enter, no mixing with others/running around. 

 Avoid visiting the reception desk. If you need to talk to a member of staff, please call or 

email the school office and we can organise for a call back.  



 

 
Part of St Francis and St Clare Catholic Multi Academy, 

a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales (company number 08578428) 

 Walk or cycle to school if possible. If using the car, do not provide lifts to people outside 

your household. If using public transport, wear a face mask.  

 Make sure long hair is tied back completely, in a plait or a bun if possible. 

 Ensure your child is wearing clothing and footwear they can put on independently e.g. only 

wearing lace-up shoes if they can tie their own laces.  

 Apply sunscreen before school on sunny days (staff will not apply sunscreen).  

 

For pupils at home, we will continue to uploaded weekly tasks to our school website. We will also 

be printing out these packs of work for you to collect if you need too. Please contact the school 

office and we will let you know an appropriate time for collection.  

 

Returning to school – Reception 

 

 Children will return to school on Monday 8th June.  

 School will be closed every Wednesday.  

 The school day will be 9.15am- 1.15pm. Please can children be dropped off and collected 

from the reception playground. There will be a one way queuing system and you must wait 

behind the white line until instructed otherwise by the class teacher.  

 All children must be collected by one adult.  

 Children can come to school wearing comfy trousers and shoes. You can put your child in 

their school t-shirt and jumper however children can wear their own clothes if you would 

prefer.  

 Your child will not need to bring their bookbags to school.  

 Please send your child with a labelled water bottle. We will provide individual drinking cups 

for any child who does not have one.  

 We are trying to limit the number of belongings coming into and going out of school, 

therefore, children in Reception and Year 1 should take up their Universal Free School 

Meal. Please do not send them with a packed lunch.  

 

Can we make you aware that their will be times when we may need to administer first aid to your 

child or assist them if they have had a toilet accident. There may also be times when we have to 

comfort them if they are distressed. If you would prefer for a member of staff to not help you child 

with any of these, please inform Mrs Connor or Mrs Manning. However, be aware that we will call 

you to collect your child immediately.  

 

If you have any questions or queries about your child’s return to school, please contact the school 

office.  

 

Please stay safe everyone – our thoughts and prayers continue to be with our whole school 

community and thank you once again for your endless support. 

 

Mrs S. Mulrooney 

Head of School 


