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Friday 15th May 2020 

 

COVID-19: Partial reopening of St. Patrick’s 

 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

 

On Sunday 10th May, Boris Johnson announced the possibility of schools partially 

reopening to certain year groups on 1st June 2020 at the earliest, if the government deems 

it safe to do so at that point. As part of the preparations for the possible re-opening, St. 

Patrick’s will be closed over the half term break (Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May) for 

ALL children.  

 

It is very unsettling times for us all, but rest assured that we are going to be doing 

everything we can to make sure that we are ready, if it’s safe for our school, to reopen in 

the coming weeks.  

 

We are currently conducting a thorough risk assessment and putting together an action 

plan based on the governments guidance. School will partially reopen for children in 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 6, in addition to the children of key workers and vulnerable 

children that staff have already been caring for each day. At the moment, due to safety, we 

will not be reopening our school nursery. If the procedures that we put in place work well 

and we have space available, we may change this decision towards the end of June.  

 

Although some of the specific details are yet to be finalised there are measures we will 

have to take.  

 

 We may only be able to accommodate children in school part time (not a full week) 

to be able to adhere to social distancing.  

 School will be completely closed one day per week to all staff and children, to 

allow for a more thorough clean. The chosen day will be decided as whole 

city approach.  

 In order to keep all pupils and staff safe, we will have a maximum of 8 -10 pupils in 

each room depending on age. This could mean that your child will not be taught by 

their current class teacher and may not be in class with all of their school friends.  

 We may have to cap our numbers dependent on the limitations of our environment 

and our staffing levels.  
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 The children will have to sit in the same seat in their designated classroom all day 

and will have to use their own pencil, ruler, rubber etc. and not share any equipment 

with others.  

 We will use outside learning as much as possible.  

 Some staff may look different to how the children are used to seeing them as they 

may be wearing PPE. This may be confusing for the younger children, so we’d 

appreciate your support in explaining this to them in advance. 

 We will have to introduce staggered start and finish times, so not all children can 

arrive and be picked up at the same time.  

 Where ever possible, only one adult will be allowed to drop off/pick up each 

child. There will be a one way queuing system introduced and you will be allocated 

a zone on a particular playground depending on which classroom your child is 

allocated.  

 We will be unable to offer breakfast club facilities or after school clubs.  

 We have to make sure there are lots of hand washing opportunities.   

 We will not be teaching the normal curriculum. 

 We will continue to send home learning resources for children at home. This may 

reduce due to the increased workload of teachers working in school to 

accommodate the partial reopening.  

 As we can not share equipment, we will be unable to send reading books home.  

 EYFS and year 1 classrooms will look very different. We will have to remove soft 

furnishings, soft toys and toys with intricate parts that are difficult to clean, to reduce 

the risk of spreading the virus.  

 Lunchtimes and playtimes have to be staggered so that groups of children cannot 

mix and lunch may be eaten in classrooms or outside where possible.  

 We cannot take siblings of children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6.  

 We will continue to provide childcare for the key worker families who already have 

children in school.  

School will be closed for these pupils on the selected thorough cleaning day.  

 

This is not school as we know it, or as we want it – but we will try our very best to make it 

as happy as possible for the children. 

 

Please bear with us as we try to arrange and finalise how this is all going to work. I will be 

sending out information to the different year groups as soon as possible.  

 

I know that some families may decide not to send their children back to school until 

September, given the information shared with you on how the school will run. We have 

been told that as it stands currently, there are no plans to fine parents if they choose not to 

send their children to school for the rest of the summer term. Therefore, we will be 

contacting all parents of pupils from Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 on Monday 18th May to 

ask if your child will be attending school. Please note, this may show as a withheld 

number.  
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If you have already made a decision on this, please email the school with written 

confirmation: stpatricksprimaryschool@wolverhampton.gov.uk 

 

I know that the uncertainty of the current situation if difficult for us all, but please be 

assured that the safety of our children and staff remains my top priority. We will try our 

best to take every step to make our school as safe as possible. We will do everything we 

can to help our children understand the changes to their school environment, however, 

can I stress that due to the age of our children, I cannot guarantee social distancing.  

 

May I take this opportunity to thank all those parents/carers who are key workers – you are 

doing an amazing job and everything you are doing is very much appreciated!   

St. Patrick’s staff feel honoured to be able to support you by welcoming your child into 

school whenever you are unable to care for them yourselves safely at home. I would also 

like to thank all those parents who have sent kind messages and well wishes to our staff – 

it really does mean so much to us all.  

 

Pleas take care and stay safe,  

 

Mrs S. Mulrooney 

Head of School 
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