
Go, Matteo

National Curriculum Objectives:

English Year 2: Making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done. More 
resources with this objective.

Differentiation for challenge activities:

Section A Match five words from the text to their correct meanings.

Section B Choose the closest meaning to four words from the text in multiple choice 
format.

Section C Complete four sentences about the text by ticking the correct word to fill in 
the blanks.

Section D Group eight words from a word bank under three headings according to 
their meanings.

Did you like this resource? Don’t forget to review it on our website.
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Go, Matteo!

Matteo was worried. He had barely eaten his tea. It was the night before football try-outs and now 
he couldn’t sleep. His dad had been away on a business trip and was supposed to come home and 
help Matteo practise after school, but his train had been cancelled. 
E: (Q1) Who is Matteo?  Matteo is a little boy who wants to be on the football team.
D: (Q5) Why is Matteo worried?  He is worried about football try outs because he hasn’t practised.

‘What am I going to do?’ he thought. ‘I’m not as fast as Tommy, and Jing can do a hundred kick-
ups in a row! How can I practise taking shots without a keeper? I’ll never make the team,’ Matteo 
sighed.
M: (Q13) Look at the title of the story. Do you think Matteo changes his mind?  Yes, because the 
title suggests someone is cheering him on.

He tried counting sheep, but they all turned into footballs. 
He tried practising his spellings in his head, but started 
spelling his favourite footballer’s names instead: 
‘R-O-N-A-L-D…oh? What’s that noise?’ he thought.
E: (Q2) How has Matteo tried to fall asleep?  Matteo 
tried counting sheep and practising spellings.
S: (Q9) What do you think Matteo has heard?  
Answers will vary; any strange house sounds in the night 
acceptable.

Matteo got out of bed and opened the door. His mum was sound asleep in her room. Why was there 
a light on in the living room in the middle of the night? He snuck down the stairs, making sure to 
skip the creaky one. As he got closer, the faint sound became clearer – was the television on? 
M: (Q14) What would you do if you heard a strange noise in the night?  Answers will vary but 
should be reasonable.

‘Who could be watching television this late?’ he wondered. It had 
been dark outside for hours. He peeked around the corner into the 
glowing living room. Yes, the television was on… ‘Real Madrid!’ he 
whispered, recognising their kit straight away. Matteo and his dad 
loved Real Madrid, and once they even went to see them play in a 
stadium. 

E: (Q3) Who do you think is watching television?  Answer

must be reasonable – Matteo’s mum/dad/sibling etc.

D: (Q6) What made Matteo get out of bed and come downstairs?  

A faint noise

E: (Q4) Which team is Matteo’s favourite? Why?  Real Madrid. His dad is a fan and he and Matteo 
went to see a game together.

Suddenly two big arms hoisted Matteo up into the air. ‘My Matty!’ his dad laughed as he spun 
Matteo around. ‘I missed you!’

‘Dad!’ Matteo was beaming. ‘You’re home!’
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D: (Q7) What does ‘grinned’ mean?  A big smile
S: (Q10) What does ‘hoisted him up into the air’ mean?  Lifted him up

‘And it’s late!’ exclaimed Matteo’s dad. ‘Why on earth are you awake?’

‘I didn’t get to practise for try-outs tomorrow and now I can’t sleep,’ 
said Matteo, his eyes filling up with tears. ‘What if I don’t make the 
team at all?’

D: (Q8) Have you ever been nervous about something? What made you feel this way?  Answers will 
vary, but should be genuine.

‘Now, now! Do you think Ronaldo or Ramos think negatively like that?’ Matteo’s dad sat down next 
to him.
S: (Q11) Who are Ronaldo and Ramos?  Footballers that play for Real Madrid.
M: (Q15) What does Matteo’s dad mean by ‘think negatively’?  He means to expect to be 
disappointed.

‘If you don’t make it this time, we’ll try again! Real Madrid don’t win every game, right?’ Matteo 
shook his head. ‘But that just means we cheer even louder next time! As long as you do your best, 
we will always be proud of you.’ 

Matteo wiped his eyes, hugged his dad, and finally drifted 
off to sleep to the sound of his favourite team.

The next morning, Matteo woke up in his bed. He felt 
butterflies in his tummy straight away. He sat up and 
yawned. ‘What’s this?’ 

At the foot of his bed lay a brand new Real Madrid t-shirt. 
A note on top said, ‘Go, Matteo! You make us proud every day. Love Mum and Dad.’

Matteo beamed. He was ready! He was brave! He pulled his new 
shirt on over his pyjamas and ran downstairs, ready for 
breakfast.
M: (Q16) What does ‘Matteo felt butterflies in his tummy’ mean?  
It means he felt nervous.
S: (Q12) What does ‘beamed’ mean? Why is he beaming?  It 
means grinned, or smiled widely. He is happy about his present, 
happy his dad is home and he feels less nervous about football 
try-outs.
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Go, Matteo!

Matteo was worried. He had barely eaten his tea. It was the night before 

football try-outs and now he couldn’t sleep. His dad had been away on a 

business trip and was supposed to come home and help Matteo practise 

after school, but his train had been cancelled. 

‘What am I going to do?’ he thought. ‘I’m not as fast as Tommy, and Jing 

can do a hundred kick-ups in a row! How can I practise taking shots 

without a keeper? I’ll never make the team.’ Matteo sighed.

He tried counting sheep, but they 

all turned into footballs. He tried 

practising his spellings in his head, 

but started spelling his favourite 

footballer’s names instead: 

‘R-O-N-A-L-D…oh? What’s that 

noise?’ he thought.

Matteo got out of bed and opened the door. His mum was sound asleep in 

her room. Why was there a light on in the living room in the middle of the 

night? He snuck down the stairs, making sure to skip the creaky one. As he 

got closer, the faint sound became clearer – was the television on? 
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‘Who could be watching television

this late?’ he wondered. It had been 

dark outside for hours. He peeked 

around the corner into the glowing 

living room. Yes, the television was 

on… ‘Real Madrid!’ he whispered, 

recognising their kit straight away. 

Matteo and his dad loved Real 

Madrid, and once they even went to see them play in a stadium. 

Suddenly two big arms hoisted Matteo up into the air. ‘My Matty!’ his dad 

laughed as he spun Matteo around. ‘I missed you!’

‘Dad!’ Matteo was beaming. 

‘You’re home!’

‘And it’s late!’ exclaimed Matteo’s 

dad. ‘Why on earth are you 

awake?’

‘I didn’t get to practise for try-outs tomorrow and now I can’t sleep,’ said 

Matteo, his eyes filling up with tears. ‘What if I don’t make the team at 

all?’
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‘Now, now! Do you think Ronaldo or Ramos think negatively like that?’ 

Matteo’s dad sat down next to him. ‘If you don’t make it this time, we’ll 

try again! Real Madrid don’t win every game, right?’ Matteo shook his 

head. ‘But that just means we cheer even louder next time! As long as you 

do your best, we will always be proud of you.’ 

Matteo wiped his eyes, hugged his 

dad, and finally drifted off to sleep 

to the sound of his favourite team.

The next morning, Matteo woke up

in his bed. He felt butterflies in his 

tummy straight away. He sat up 

and yawned. ‘What’s this?’ 

At the foot of his bed lay a brand new Real Madrid t-shirt. A note on top 

said, ‘Go, Matteo! You make us proud every day. Love Mum and Dad.’

Matteo beamed. He was ready! 

He was brave! He pulled his new 

shirt on over his pyjamas and 

ran downstairs, ready for 

breakfast.
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Go, Matteo! – Comprehension

Section A

1. Who is Matteo? 

2. How has Matteo tried to fall asleep? 

3. Who do you think is watching television? 

4. Which team is Matteo’s favourite? Why? 
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Section B

5. Why is Matteo worried? 

6. What made Matteo get out of bed and come downstairs?  

7. What does grinned mean? 

8. Have you ever been nervous about something? What made you feel this way? 

classroomsecrets.com
Go, Matteo! – Y2/P3/G1 – Comprehension© Classroom Secrets Limited 2017

Like this? Find more 
differentiated UEFA 

resources here.

http://www.classroomsecrets.co.uk/tag/UEFA


Section C

9. What do you think Matteo has heard? 

10. What does ‘hoisted him up into the air’ mean? 

11. Who are Ronaldo and Ramos? 

12. What does ‘beamed’ mean? Why is he beaming? 

classroomsecrets.com
Go, Matteo! – Y2/P3/G1 – Comprehension© Classroom Secrets Limited 2017

Like this? Find more 
differentiated UEFA 

resources here.

http://www.classroomsecrets.co.uk/tag/UEFA


Section D

13. Look at the title of the story. Do you think Matteo changes his mind?

14. What would you do if you heard a strange noise in the night?  

15. What does Matteo’s dad mean by ‘think negatively’?  

16. What does ‘Matteo felt butterflies in his tummy’ mean?  
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Go, Matteo! – Challenge Activity
Section A

These words have been taken from the story. Match each word to the correct meaning.

Section B

Choose the word with the closest meaning.

Word Meaning

1. keeper a) very quiet

2. cancelled b) on a football team, the person who is in goal

3. faint c) a sports arena with seats for spectators 

4. peeked d) something that has been stopped from happening

5. stadium e) to look or glance

The word grinned means… The word wondered means…

Tick one Tick one

smiled watched

frowned whispered

giggled pondered

The word creaky means… The word worried means…

Tick one Tick one

quiet delighted

squeaky nervous

wobbly interested

classroomsecrets.com
Go, Matteo! – Y2/P3/G1 – Challenge Activity© Classroom Secrets Limited 2017

Like this? Find more 
differentiated UEFA 

resources here.

http://www.classroomsecrets.co.uk/tag/UEFA


Section C

Fill in the blanks by ticking the best word.

Section D

Copy the words under the correct meaning.
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happy sad worried

delighted concerned troubled pleased

blue cheerful gloomy nervous

Before football try-outs, Matteo felt…

excited anxious upset hungry

Matteo’s dad’s train was…

cancelled rescheduled late early

Matteo’s dad is very…

helpful funny caring competitive

The note Matteo found on his bed made him feel…

upset lonely sleepy brave
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Go, Matteo! – Challenge Activity
Section A

These words have been taken from the story. Match each word to the correct meaning.

Section B

Choose the word with the closest meaning.

Word Meaning

1. keeper a) very quiet

2. cancelled b) on a football team, the person who is in goal

3. faint c) a sports arena with seats for spectators 

4. peeked d) something that has been stopped from happening

5. stadium e) to look or glance

1b 2d 3a 4e 5c

classroomsecrets.com
Go, Matteo! – Y2/P3/G1 – Challenge Activity  ANSWERS© Classroom Secrets Limited 2017

Like this? Find more 
differentiated UEFA 

resources here.

The word grinned means… The word wondered means…

Tick one Tick one

smiled ✓ watched

frowned whispered

giggled pondered ✓

The word creaky means… The word worried means…

Tick one Tick one

quiet delighted

squeaky ✓ nervous ✓

wobbly interested
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Section C

Fill in the blanks by ticking the best word.

Section D

Copy the words under the correct meaning.
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Before football try-outs, Matteo felt…

excited anxious ✓ upset hungry

Matteo’s dad’s train was…

cancelled ✓ rescheduled late early

Matteo’s dad is very…

helpful funny caring ✓ competitive

The note Matteo found on his bed made him feel…

upset lonely sleepy brave ✓

happy sad worried

delighted
cheerful
pleased

blue
gloomy

concerned
troubled
nervous

delighted concerned troubled pleased

blue cheerful gloomy nervous
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Whole Class Guided Reading – Teaching Guide

• The text is for the children to read.  Give each pair a copy of the text (without questions) to read 
individually or as a whole class.  This text has been aimed at Year 2 (Wales)/Primary 3 
(Scotland)/Grade 1 (Australia).

• The teacher should use the teacher version.  It shows you where to pause after each section and 
provides questions for you to ask.  The colours refer to our levels so that you can direct specific 
questions at specific students in terms of difficulty (their version does not have these colours to 
show them which is which).  The questions are also numbered in the order they appear on the 
comprehension sheet. 

Beginner – (Red) 
Easy – (Blue)
Tricky – (Orange)
Expert – (Green)

• The children can record their answers to the questions at the end of the shared read/discussion or 
in a different session by using the comprehension sheet.  The questions have been re-grouped into 
abilities so that you can assign sections to specific children.

Section A – Beginner
Section B – Easy
Section C – Tricky
Section D – Expert
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