
How we teach Phonics at St Patrick’s 

 

What is phonics? 

Phonics is the method we use to teach our children to read and write.  

In the English language there are 44 sounds or phonemes that we put 

together to read and write.  Some sounds/phonemes are represented by 

one letter e.g. ‘b’, some sounds/phonemes are made of two letters e.g. 

‘sh’, and some are made up of three sounds/phonemes e.g. ‘tch’.  

Children are taught to link the sounds to the letters, they are taught 

how to use the letter sounds for reading and writing; a group of sounds 

can be blended together to make a word e.g. c-a-t are blended together 

to make cat. 

 

Phonics 

We begin our phonics programme in Nursery.  Nursery children get 

ready for formal phonics lessons by first, taking part in lots of 

activities to developing their Listening & Attention skills. Children listen to 

a lot of songs, rhymes and stories to develop their listening and attention 

skills.  

We use the first phase of the Letters and Sounds phonics programme to 

support the children this involves: 

1. Listening to environmental sounds, 

2. Listening to instrumental sounds, 

3. Body percussion, 

4. Rhythm and rhyme, 

5. Alliteration, 

6. Voice sounds, 

7. Oral blending and segmentation. 



Children complete fun games to help them: tune into listening to 

different types of sounds; listen and remember the sounds they have 

listened to and to talk about the sounds they have heard- developing 

their vocabulary and understanding of language. 

 

Once children are confident at doing this they move onto the Read, 

Write Inc (RWI) phonics scheme. (Further details can be found on the 

RWI website www.ruthmiskin.com The website includes lots of 

information for parents, including a sound pronunciation guide video 

which shows you how to pronounce each sound.)   

Some children start RWI during Nursery, but the 

majority of children start the RWI phonics at 

some stage during Reception; depending on their 

level of ability.  They have daily phonics lessons in 

small ability groups, where they complete a range 

of different types of activities such as: reading 

sounds, blending the sounds together to read 

words, reading Ditty and story books and writing 

letters, words and sentences.  Children are 

supported by their teachers, their talking partners and by Fred the Frog! 

 

Children should have completed the RWI phonics scheme by the end of 

Year One ready for the Year One Phonics Check.  Some children may 

continue to need extra phonics teaching while they are in Year 2 and in 

Key Stage 2 and this is provided in addition to their English lessons. 

 

 

http://www.ruthmiskin.com/

