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How do you think the artist made this 
work?

What title would you give to this design? 

What do you think is good about this design? What is not so good?

What kinds of things do you see in this design? 

Colour this design like one of William 
Morris’. What colours has he used? 
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How do you think the artist made this 
work?

What title would you give to this 
painting? What made you decide on that title?

What do you think is good about this design? What is not so good?

What kinds of things do you see in this design? 

Design 1

Design 2

Use a viewfinder to find an interesting part of two of the 
designs. Draw and colour them into the boxes below.
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Use the designs on the picture cards to inspire your own 
wallpaper design. Make sure you look carefully at the themes 

and colours that have been used.

How do you think the artist made this work?
  
______________________________

______________________________

______________________________                                                                                 
                

How would you describe this painting to a 
person who could not see it?

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

Why do you suppose the artist made this painting? What makes you think that?

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________                                                                                

What do you like about this design? What do you not like about it?
________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________
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Photocopy the viewfinders onto card. Fold each one along the vertical dotted line, then cut the 
centre of the viewfinder out.
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The Victorians: Art                                                                      Picture Cards
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William Morris
William Morris was born 
on 24th March1834, in 
England. He lived in Essex 
and had eight brothers 
and sisters.

He began training as an 
architect whilst studying 
at Oxford University, but 
he had always wanted 
to be a painter.  

In 1859, Morris married Jane Burden. They moved 
into their new home and spent two years 
designing and decorating their home 
themselves. This inspired them to start their own 
company in 1861. Their new company, Morris, 
Marshall Faulkner & Co. made a range of 
wallpapers, textiles and furniture which became 
very popular with the upper and middle classes 

“Have nothing in your house that you do not 
know to be useful, or believe to be beautiful.” -

William Morris

All of the items produced by the company were 
hand crafted. Morris and other artists like him 
believed this was the best ways to make sure the 
quality of the art form was not lost. This was the 
beginning of the Arts and Crafts movement. It 
was founded to protect traditional skills and 
craftsmanship.

They believed that the growing industry of 
machine-made items had destroyed traditional 
skills and had removed the pride that 
craftspeople could find in their work. 

To make sure that this didn’t happen, master 
craftspeople would take on apprentices to work 
for them until the apprentice became good 
enough to teach their own apprentices. 


