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COVID-19: Updates and guidance for parents 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

I do hope that you and your families are well. 

 

Like so many of you, I listened to the Prime Minister’s update where he set out his plan for 

the way forward. Boris Johnson has set out the order in which he expects Year groups of 

children to return to school, starting with Reception, Year 1 and 6; this could begin from 1st 

June 2020 onwards. 

 

Over the next few days, the MAC, Local Authority and Leaders will see more details 

emerging about how this will look in practice and what precautions can be taken to ensure 

that any re-opening of schools is carried out as safely and smoothly as possible. 

 

One of the key messages that was reinforced constantly throughout the Prime Minister’s 

update was ‘if’. There can be no definite timeline for anything in this unprecedented 

situation. Any reopening will be conditional on the number of new infections staying low. 

 

Before any children return to school, we will outline the measures that we will be taking in 

school to keep everyone safe. I would like to reassure you that all of our decisions will be 

made with safety and wellbeing as the priority – for children and their families as well as 

staff and their families. 

 

Until then, there will be no change to the current situation in school – business as usual. 

No children should come into school other than the children of key workers who have been 

using the childcare provision available. 

 

Weekly Home Learning activities will continue to be uploaded to the school website each 

week to support parents with home learning. 

 

I would appreciate your continued patience and support whilst we work out the details. As 

soon as I have further information, I will of course contact you and tell you how we will 

begin to re-open at St. Patrick’s. 
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Free School Meal Vouchers: 

For pupils who are eligible for Free School Meals (FSM), the Department for Education 

have set up a system for schools to issue supermarket vouchers to the parents, in lieu of 

the meals they would have received if schools were open. Due to the demand on the 

website (Edenred) the issue of vouchers has been slightly sporadic. Parents of children 

who are entitled to Free School Meals should receive a voucher this week to cover the 

period of 11/05/2020 – 24/05/2020. 

 

A number of parents have found that the emails for the voucher have gone in to the 

junk/spam folders so please check this if you have not received the emails. 

 

There is a limited time of 1 month to redeem the gift card using the E-code that you are 

sent. However, once the gift card is redeemed, it is valid for a minimum of 12 months, 

depending which supermarket you choose, most are valid for 24 months. 

 

Unfortunately, due to the high level of demands on the system, we have limited control 

over how quickly the codes are issued once we have submitted the requests. In the case 

of missing emails, if we submit a request for re-issue, it can take several days - so to avoid 

any further delays, please check junk folders thoroughly in the first instance. 

 

IMPORTANT –If you have any queries, please visit the updated FAQs at 

www.sfscmac.co.uk/fsm or email us directly where we will pass on your query to our 

central IT team. The office staff at school are unable to assist with any queries so it is 

important that you follow the above line of enquiry. 

 

May is the month of Mary: 

Traditionally, May is the month of Our Lady; we often associate this month with particular 

devotions to Mary and we always look forward to our May Procession. Unfortunately, we 

will not be able to congregate together to celebrate Our Lady at the moment but we are 

able to engage in acts of dedication to Mary in our homes, and with our families, most 

notably by praying the Holy Rosary. 

 

During this month of May, if children would like to complete activities dedicated to Our 

Lady, please scan/take a photo of them and email them to school or the FaceBook page - 

we will send them to Fr Dawid and also upload them onto our school website and 

Facebook page.  

 

Our thoughts and prayers continue to be with our whole school community and thank you 

again for your endless support. Stay safe everyone. 

 

Mrs. S Mulrooney 

Head of School  


