
History at St Patrick’s 

History is a foundation subject within the National Curriculum. The aims of teaching History 

at St. Patrick’s R.C. Primary School are consistent with our school philosophy and take 

account of the National Curriculum Non-statutory Guidelines for History. 

The aims of History are: 

• To give children a sense of their own identity within our social, political, cultural and 
economic background and relationships 

• To prepare children for living and working in the contemporary world 

• To provide a History curriculum which is broad, balanced, relevant and differentiated 

• To promote positive attitudes towards and enthusiasm for History work in school 

• To help children to study life in the past – the thoughts, beliefs, emotions, problems 
and actions of people related to each other and their environment 

• To help children gain a level of historical understanding appropriate to their age, 
ability and maturity 

 
Cross curricular links are easily created through History. Children are able to develop ICT 

skills with research using the internet and word processing skills. There is plenty of 

opportunity to develop links with Literacy with children creating fact sheets, reports and 

letters. Art is also an area that can be incorporated into History with the use of posters, 

building Tudor houses and making Greek clay pots. It is also possible to create links with 

other subjects such as Science and RE. 

 

Work in History follows the structure of the National Curriculum being based on the 

Programmes of Study, Attainment Targets and Level Descriptions. Work in History is divided 

into Key Stages and organised into levels of increasing challenge. 

 

Children at St Patrick’s R.C. Primary School follow the National Curriculum for History and 

work at levels appropriate to their ability. It is expected that most children will achieve Level 

2 at the end of Key Stage 1 (age 7) and Level 4 at the end of Key Stage 2, (age 11). 

 

History topics are planned using the QCA Scheme of Work and the LCP Resource File. Within 

the Scheme of Work for History, learning activities are sequenced to ensure continuity and 

progression.  

The time allocated to the teaching of History is based on the recommendations set down in 

the Dearing Report. In line with these recommendations in Key Stage 1, approximately 36 



hours of teaching time within any one year is allocated to History. In Key Stage 2, 

approximately 45 hours of teaching time within one year is allocated to History. 

Year Group Autumn Spring Summer 

1 

 

 

What were our 

homes like a long 

time ago? 

 

How are our toys 

different from those 

in the past? 

 

What were seaside 

holidays like in the 

past? 

2 

 

 

History of transport 

 

How do we know 

about the Great Fire 

of London 

 

What are we 

remembering on 

Remembrance day? 

Why do we 

remember Florence 

Nightingale? 

 

3 

 

 

What can we find out 

about Ancient Egypt 

from what has 

survived? 

Why have people 

invaded and settled 

in Britain in the past? 

A Roman case study. 

Why have people 

invaded and settled 

in Britain in the past? 

A Viking case study. 

4 

 

Why did Henry VIII 

marry six times? 

 

 

 

 

What were the 

differences between 

rich and poor people 

in Tudor times? 

What was it like for 

children in the Second 

World War? 



5 

 

 

 

 

Who were the ancient 

Greeks? 

How can we find out 

about the Indus 

Valley Civilisation? 

What was it like for 

children living in 

Victorian times? 

6 

 

 

 

Britain since 1948.  Tudor Exploration 

 


